in tho Torritory of Kansas, and produco there a condition of things wliich rendors it incumbent on mo to call your attention to tho subject, and urgently to recommend tho adoption by you of such measures of legislation as tho grave exigencies of tho case appear to require."
The President then gave his exposition of the condition of affairs in that territory. This exposition was regarded as a partisan one in favor o? the so-called pro-slavery legislative assembly, which met the 2nd day of July, 1855. He recommended "that a special appropriation be made to defray any expense which may become requisite in the execution of the laws or the maintenance of public order in the Territory of Kansas."
This was regarded as a threat of tho employment of the army to enforce the enactments of a usurping legislature. Congress took no action upon the message until after tho organization of tho House. On the 14th of January, 1850, a motion was made by Mr. Houston that tho message of tho President, in reference to the Territory of Kansas, be referred to the committee of tho whole on the state of the Union. This motion was agreed to. No further action was taken upon tho message, but it remained in abeyance. Congress was not prepared to act without full information of the actual condition of affairs iu that territory.
On the 19th of March, 1856, the House of Representatives adopted a series of resolutions offered by Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, as follows:
" Resolved, That a committee of throe of tho Members of this House, to bo appointed by the speaker, ahull proceed to inquire into ami collect evidence in regard to tho troubles in Kansas generally, and particularly in regard to any fraud or force attempted, or practiced, in reference to any of tho ohio-tions which have takon nlaco in said territory, oithor under tho law organizing1 said territory, or under any pretended law which may bu alleged to have taken effect therein s\noe. That tUcyy- slv.iH fully investigate and tnko proof of all violent and tumultuous proceedings in said territory at any timo since the passage of tho Kansas-Nebraska tiot, whether engaged in by residents of said territory, or by any person or persons from elsewhere
